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This morning’s message is not a Memorial Day weekend message but I do hope it is one that you might remember.

This morning’s message is an attempt to one of the questions submitted by one of you. 

We are in a series entitles; Real Answers to Real Question. 

We are looking to God’s word, the Bible, to find the answers to the questions you are asking. (By the way it is still not too late to submit your questions.)

Today’s question is basically this. Did Judas Have A Choice? 

Was Judas chosen because he would betray Jesus and therefore could not have chosen to do otherwise? Was he pre-determined to betray Jesus?

If that’s the case it seems that Judas was set up to take a fall.

Or did Jesus pick Judas because he knew Judas would chose to betray him out of his own free will? This involves God’s foreknowledge. 

Did Judas have a choice? This question opens up a whole lot more questions that go along with it. 

I’ve got to tell you I have had a wonderful time this week studying this out but I have to confess I have probably spent way too much time tracing down some of these secondary question. 
And I have to confess it has been difficult to limit and focus in on what God wants us to draw our attention to this morning.

In preparing for this message I have also had to spend a good deal of time in quiet reflection and engaging in some deep repentance, receiving afresh God’s forgiveness and grace.

We need to set the stage a bit before we dig into this.

Turn with me if you would to Acts 1:15-19. Here we read:

Actually let me pick up in verse 12. Acts 1:12-14

“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city [about ¾ of a mile]. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.” 

[Set the stage/backdrop]

Now let’s read on:

Acts 1:15-20
“In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17 he was one of our number and shared in this ministry." 

[This was spoken of back in Psalm 41:9 “Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.]

18 (With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 

20 "For," said Peter, "it is written in the book of Psalms, "'May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,' (Psalm 69:25)

and, "

'May another take his place of leadership.' (Psalm 109:8)

So here’s the rub. If Judas’ betrayal was known to God, spoken of, prophesized in the Old Testament, did Judas really have a choice?

One difficulty is to reconcile the concept of “free will” (as most people understand it) with God’s foreknowledge of future events.

This is largely due to our limited experience of going through time in a linear fashion. 

If we see God as existing outside of time, since He created everything including time, then we can understand that God sees every moment in time as the present. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We experience time in a linear way—we see time as a straight line, and we pass from one point gradually to another, remembering the past we have already traveled through, but unable to see the future we are approaching. 

However, God, being the eternal Creator, the creator of time, is not “in time” or on the timeline, but operates outside of time. 

Think of it this way. In the olden days movies came on a real. On the real is a strip of film which is made up of the individual frames, single momentary snapshots that make up the movie.

We see the movie as each frame passes one by one in front of the lens. 

But God, who is outside of time, roles the whole movie out and sees all frames at once.

God is eternally present; he knows all the choices we are going to make, because He is already there in the future when we make them.

This is God’s foreknowledge of our freewill choices.

In the case of free will vs. predestination has everything to do with whose eyes you look through—God’s or ours.

Yes, because God dwells in eternity and sees the end from the beginning, He already knows the outcome of your decision. 

He looks at the earth’s timeline and then chooses those who choose Him. 

However, to have true children and not robots, God gave us a free will to choose. 

We can choose to love God, we can choose to hate Him, or we can choose to exchange the concept of God for only what we can see within our puny science. 

If free will truly did not exist, God would provide a world with only one choice and provide tons of evidence to MAKE you believe. 

But He does not do that. He provides just enough evidence to allow you to think beyond the physical and into the eternal and then exorcise faith. 

You must decide for yourself. But do not be surprised if God knows your decision and the moment you make it.

So, what kind of choices did Judas make?
 
Remember Jesus choose Judas to be one of his disciples. He chose Judas, knowing that he would betray him.

Think about this. Judas has been with Jesus for 3 plus years.

Judas seems to have had every possible spiritual advantage. He was chosen to be one of the twelve by Jesus. 

For three years he traveled and lived as a disciple. Judas heard Jesus teach, preach and tell parables, and he saw the many healings and other miracles.

He helped pass out food during the feeding of the 5000, he was there to see Jesus raise the dead and he was even in the boat when Jesus calmed the storm at sea.

Imagine what those three years must have been like.

How could Judas do such a thing, after all that he had seen & done? 

How could he be exposed to Jesus every day, for all that time, hearing the incredible things Jesus said, seeing the amazing things Jesus did, how could he in the end, betray him? 

How could he be so unmoved, so little effect on him as to not respond with amazement and gratitude?

Doesn’t it make you wonder, how come and why did Judas do it? 

Or better yet, why do we do what we do if we truly love Him.

Ok we need a little more backdrop on Judas here.

Turn with me please over to Matthew 26 picking up in verse 6.

Matthew 26:6-9 “While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked. 9 “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”

Now John tells us in John 12:4 “But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages.” 

But then John adds this in verse 6: “He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.” 

Here we begin to gain a little more insight into the character of this man Judas. Some of the choices Judas makes.

Judas has a little sin. He thinks no one knows about it. He’s got it under control. His sin is greed! He’s going to take care of himself no one needs to know.

Now let’s move on to Matthew 26:14:


“Then one of the Twelve--the one called Judas Iscariot--went to the chief priests 15 and asked, "What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?" So they counted out for him thirty silver coins. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

The Greek is quite specific that Judas was negotiating a deal a business arrangement - seeking economic advantage, by getting the best price that he could manage, and so for 30 pieces of silver he sold his relationship with Jesus.

They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began looking for an opportunity to betray him. 

One thing seems clear here is that Judas was motivated by what’s in this for him. How much will you pay me to betray Jesus?

In Leonardo de Vinci’s famous painting, “The Last Supper” he first drew Judas with the face of his worst enemy and critic.

But then unable to sleep and feeling guilty, he redrew it to portray some of his own features.

This offers us an interesting insight, recognizing that the capacity to betray lies within us all. 

Judas did it for the money, and that ought to awaken us and frighten us.

What do you choose over your relationship with Jesus?

What sin are you harboring, hanging onto? What sin do you think, no one else knows, I’ve got it under control? I can stop any time.

Jesus offers you a choice, like he offered Judas. What will you chose?

You see Matthew goes on in verse 26:17 with the recount of the Lord’s Supper.

There in the Upper Room, Judas was next to Jesus in the place of honor, and Jesus washed Judas’ feet as an expression of love. 

You see Judas had a choice. We too have free will and God in his foreknowledge knows what our choices will be, but he does not pre-determine those choices.

I believe that even then, Jesus was holding open a door, a possibility – a desire for Judas to repent, and to not go through with his terrible arrangement. 

But note something interesting here.

In Matthew 26:20 “When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me." 22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, "Surely not I, Lord?”

But then when we read down a little bit:

Matthew 26:23 “Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born." 25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" Jesus answered, "Yes, it is you.”

The rest of the disciples call Jesus Lord. But Judas calls him Rabbi, teacher.

Even in the garden when Judas betrays Jesus he calls him Rabbi.

Matthew 26:49 “Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him.”

There is a huge difference in what you chose to call Jesus! Is he your Lord!? Or is just a good teacher?

Do you serve Him or is money, greed, pride, self, or some other sin lord over your life?

Nowhere in Scripture do we find and Judas calling Jesus Lord. 

God will not make you chose Him but let me tell you there is no other name under heaven by which man might be saved. 

The choice is yours but the consequences are eternal!

I can’t say definitively that Judas never accepted Jesus as his savior, but I have to say that I doubt it. There are strong biblical arguments that support this.

Part this has to do one more choice that Judas makes.

Notice at the end of Matthew chapter 26, Peter denies Jesus three times. 

Matthew 26:74 “Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly.”

But then in the beginning of chapter 27 we read:



Matthew 27:1 “Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to put Jesus to death. 2 They bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. 

3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. 4 "I have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed innocent blood." 

"What is that to us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility." 

5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. 

There’s a big difference between what happened to Judas because of his betrayal, and what happened to Peter in his 3-time denial of Christ. 

Judas’ biggest failure was not his betrayal of Jesus; it was the fact that he didn’t repent and receive Jesus’ forgiveness. 

There’s not much difference between Judas and Peter on that fateful night. Both of these disciples sank to an unbelievable low, and each, in his own way, completely forsook Jesus. 

Yet one died and the other lived, one was lost and one was saved because Peter repented and Judas did not. 

It’s true, that Judas felt great remorse for his act, and he tried to make restitution by returning the money but he never experienced forgiveness and restoration.

Why, because instead of confessing his sin to God, he went to the religious leaders who had paid him the bribe in the first place. 

Had he only waited a few days instead of selfishly taking his own life, if he had just simply asked for the Lord’s forgiveness, I believe the resurrected Jesus would have called for him just as He called for Peter.

It wasn’t Judas’ betrayal that sent him to be eternally separated from God. It was his refusal to accept Jesus’ work on the cross as payment for his sins. 

And this is something that all people need to hear. 

We tend to think it’s the amount of sin or the severity of the sin that keeps us from Jesus, but it’s not. 

God can and will forgive ANY sin, but ONLY if we ask Him to do so. 

Unless we chose to repent of our sin and ask Jesus to forgive us and come into our life as Lord and Savior, then we’re left to face the same horrible eternity that Judas is even now enduring. 

Yes Judas had a choice. What’s yours?

As Jesus said in Luke 13:3, “Unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
So what about you? What choice are going to make?
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